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AIDS IN BOOK SE)LECTION. 



By Sarah W. Catteli. and Alice B. Kroegbr. 



The problem of book selection is one of the most vital and.per- 
Xilexing that confronts the librarian. It is becoming each year 
increasingly difficult owing to the enormous annual output of the 
American, English and continental presses. To the small library 
of five or ten thousand volumes, with a very modest income to ex- 
pend for the purchase of books, the problem is peculiarly difficult, 
and it is evident that the librarian must be thoroughly familiar with 
the best available aids in selection in order to make the wisest use 
of his limited resources and secure for his library the best books 
on each subject, or, at leasts those best suited to the needs of his 
community. 

The proportion that should be maintained in a library between 
the respective subjects is another phase of the question that per- 
plexes the inexperienced. While this proportion will naturally vary 
in some points, according to the locality and the character of the 
library, the general principles as laid down in the scale adopted for 
the A. L. A. model library of 5,000 volumes, will prove desirable in 
most cases. 

The following suggestions are made for the benefit of small li- 
braries, many of which are organized by young women of limited 
experience in library matters. The more extended or technical 
bibliographies, necessary to the work of selection and ordering in 
larger libraries, are purposely omitted, our aim being to mention 
some of* the most practical aids and those most easily obtained. 
Even so, the list may seem formidable to the beginner unless he re- 
members that no one library will need all the aids referred to. 

It must be borne in mind that there are two classes of bibliog- 
raphies and lists useful in the selection of books; the one which, 
by its annotations, evaluates the books, and aids the librarian in 
deciding upon the respective merits of works on a given subject; the 
other, giving only or mainly bibliographical details, such as edition, 
binding, price and publisher. Then, again, some of these aids are 
useful only in the original stocking of the shelves or in supplying 
the gaps in the old standard works on a given subject, while others 
give information only in regard to current publications. Each class 

of aids is necessary to supplement the other. 

(5) 
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GENERAL LISTS. 



Leypoldt ft Del. 



A. Li. a. cataloff. 



TViBCODsin list for 
township libraries. 



List recommended 
bj the State library 
oommissions. 



New Jersey pub- 
lic library com- 
mission list. 



New York library 
list. Best books of 
the year. 



Booklovers library 
catalogues. 



Publishers' stand- 
ard library lists. 



Among the general works covering all subjects 
should be mentioned the "List of books for girls and 
women and their clubs," edited by Leypoldt & lies 
(Bost., Library bureau, 1895, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 
|1.00). The title of this work is somewhat misleading, 
the books included in the list being equally suitable 
for boys and men. It is classified and is of value to 
the small library on account bf its limited and careful 
selection, and its discriminating annotations. Another 
valuable aid is the "A. L. A. catalog of 5,000 volumes" 
(Washington, Bureau of education, 1893, free).* This 
might well serve as a check list for any new library, 
although some of the books included are now. out of 
print. 

Two lists, still more recent and selected, have been 
issued, one in Wisconsin, by the State superintendent 
of public instruction, entitled "List of books for town- 
ship libraries" (Madison, Wis., 1902, free)^ and the 
other by the State library commissions of Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska and Idaho, entitled "Sug- 
gestive list of books for a small library," with their 
supplementary "Buying lists of recent books" (free 
on application to any of the commissions); also the 
supplement to the Suggestive list, Jan., 1902 — June, 
1903. The supplement contains also a list for larger 
libraries. In its Second report, 1901, the New Jersey 
public library commission issued a list, compiled by Dr. 
E. C. Richardson, of the "First one thousand books for 
a public library." For general selection, one might 
also consult with profit the annual list issued by the N. 
Y. state library, e. g., "Best books of the year," anno- 
tated, and that issued by the Western Massachusetts 
library club entitled "The current year's best books for 
small libraries to buy" (annotated). The annotated cat- 
alogues of the Booklovers library might be suggested 
here for recent books. 

Some of the publishers have also issued general 
lists useful in this connection, such as the Baker & 
Taylor Co.'s "Standard library catalogue of 2,500 ap- 
proved books," and the one recently issued by Mc- 
Clurg & Co., a "Classified catalogue of 3,500 volumea 



*A new revised A. L. A. catalog is in preparation. 



suitable for a public library, proportioned in accord- 
ance with approved library methods/' Both of these 
lists (sent free) are classified; they are selected from 
the lists of all publishers, and give prices, but not the 
names of the publishers of the individual books. 

The volumes compiled by Sonnenschein, "Best bSSto''lSd*"iteSd- 
books," and "Reader's guide to contemporary litera- f''8K^^<»e- 
ture" (N. Y., Putnam, 1891 & 1895, f9.00 and |7.50), 
while standard and valuable for their classification 
and annotations^ are expensive volumes to purchase. 
Then, too, they cover a very wide field and include 
many books and editions which the small library 
would find it diflftcult to obtain. The best books on 
each subject are, however, starred, thus narrowing the 
selection and making the list more practical. 

Perkins's "Best reading" (N. Y., Putnam, 1877, fea^°^:^'' 
fl.50), with the three supplementary volumes by L. 
E. Jones (N. Y., Putnam, 1887-93, f 1.00 each), bringing 
the list down to 1891, are classified, and while not 
annotated are somewhat evaluated both as to books 
and authors by the use of asterisks and letters. 

TRADE BIBLIOGRAPHIES. 

The complete set of the large volumes of the Ameri- 
can catalogue would be too expensive for the 
ordinary small library to purchase, and while very de- 
sirable to have, there are now other lists, notably 
the new Index to the "Publishers' trade list annual," 
which can be made to serve all ordinary needs. It 
would be advisable, if practicable, to consult some 
of the "Annual American catalogues" from 1886 to ^a"tSJSu^!"^'^*'*° 
1900 (N. Y., Olfice of the Publishers' weekly, J3.50 
each), on account of their descriptive notes. Begin- 
ning with 1901, these notes are omitted, so that the 
information now given, i. e., the list of authors, with 
brief title and subject index, and bibliographical de- 
tails, can practically be found in the annual sum- 
mary number of the "Publishers' weekly," published 
in January each year. The "United States catalog Sof; i?*^iS.''' 
of books in print to 1902" (Minneapolis,' Wilson, 1903, 
flo.OO), authors, titles, subjects in one alphabet, 
gives brief bibliographical details and is useful in 
finding out if specified books are still obtainable. But 
the index published now with the "Publishers' trade 
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Publishers' trade 
list annual. 



Reference cata« 
logue of current 
literature. 



Annual Engrllsh 
catalogue. 



Publishers' gen- 
eral catalogues. 



list annual" practically does away with the need for 
the "United States catalog," where economy is neces- 
sary, as it gives substantially, although not identi- 
cally, the same information. The "Publishers' trade 
list annual," published in August jeach year (N. Y. 
Office of the Publishers' weekly, f 7.00 with the index, 
f2.00 without), would be almost indispensable in any 
library. This contains the annual lists issued by all 
American publishers, arranged alphabetically by the 
names of the publishers. These lists usually include 
the books in print, but in some cases only the new pub- 
lications. They frequently have useful annotations. 

The English trade bibliographies will not usually 
be needed in the small library, since many of the most 
popular and important English books are imported by 
the American publishers and are mentioned as im- 
portations in their catalogues, and also in the "Pub- 
lishers' weekly," and can easily be obtained here. If, 
however, it seems desirable to make a more extended 
selection of English works than this would permit, it 
would be advisable to have the "Reference catalogue 
of current literature" (Lond., Whitaker, or N. Y. Office 
of Publishers' weekly, 1902, 2v. $1.75 each), which cor- 
responds to the "Publishers' trade list annual/' and 
also such volumes of the "Annual English catalogue" 
(Lond., Low, $1.50 each), as would be necessary to sup- 
plement that. 

PUBLISHERS' CATALOGUES AND BULLETINS. 

It is often convenient, for the purpose of checking 
up, to have in separate form the publishers' lists which 
are included in the "Publishers' trade list annual," 
and these can be had free upon application to the 
individual publishers. We would advise sending for 
the lists of such reliable and well-known firms as 
Appleton, Century Co., Harper, Houghton, Mifflin & 
Co., Longmans, Green & Co., McClurg, Macmillan, 
Putnam, Scribner, etc. In the Dial, for May 1, 1900, 
will be found a brief "Directory of the American pub- 
lishing trade,'! an alphabetical list of the publishers, 
stating, among other things, the special line of books 
published by the respective firms. So far as we know, 
however, there is no published information that will 
make the uninitiated acquainted with the standards of 
these houses. The librarian will have to learn bv ex- 



perience what publishers beyond the few of long es- 
tablished reputation can be relied upon for the literary 
quality and mechanical excellence of their publica- 
tions. 

Many publishers, such as Appleton, Houghton, Mif- ^^^**'^*"' ^J^*^*^ 
flin & Co., M^cmillan, Scribner, etc., in addition to 
their general catalogues, issue special classed lists. 
Under the special subjects to follow, reference will be 
made to some of the publishers' catalogues that seem 
particularly useful in connection with the subject. 
Some publishers also issue annotated monthly lists PubiiBhem' buue- 

'^ '' tins, monthly and 

or weekly bulletins, which are most desirable to have, weewy. 
as, for instance, Macmillan's, Longmans', and Bren- 
tano's monthly lists and Harper's, Macmillan's, and 
Scribner's weekly bulletins. The Macmillan Co. issues 
printed cards of its publications, containing brief 
annotations, which are convenient to file away for ref- 
erence. One must remember, however, in using pub- 
lishers' catalogues and bulletins that their critical 
estimates of their own publications must not always 
be accepted without further endorsement from other 
sources. 

AUCTION AND SECOND-HAND BOOKSELLERS' 

CATALOGUES. 

In buying books for a public library it is necessary 
to economize in order to make the appropriation — 
which is usually limited — ^buy as many books as pos- 
sible. Something can be saved by purchasing at auc- 
tion and at second-hand book stores. It is, therefore, 
necessary to read "second-hand catalogues," which 
keep one familiar with the market prices of second- 
hand books, and also to glance over auction catalogues, 
which frequently suggest books that are needed. Of 
course, in buying at second-hand, one must be careful 
to see that books are in good condition. Standard 
works can usually be obtained in reasonably fresh 
bindings, showing but little wear, and sometimes they 
ai*e as good as new. With fiction, however, closer 
supervision must be exercised, as it does not pay to 
buy novels that have been much handled. 

Buying at second hand is most satisfactorily done by 
{i^rsonal visits to the book stores, where one can 
select from the shelves such books as may be needed. 
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Auction oata- 
lognes, Andenon 
CK)., N. T.; a F. 
Libble A Co., 
Boot. 



The auction catalogues of The Anderson Co., of New 
York, and of C. F. Libbie & Co., of Boston, can be ol>- 
tained at a nominal charge for the year. These firms 
can be relied upon to send books in good condition mi-* 
less otherwise specified in their catalogues. 

The successful selector is one who hais ajcquired the 
"catalogue habit" or "catalogitis," so deli^tfully de- 
scribed by Eugene Field, in his "Love affairs of a biblio- 
maniac." It is only by perusing catalogues of various 
kinds that one can attain that-fine sense of discrimina- 
tion so essential to the wise selection of books for' a 
libraiy. 



Osterhout library 
catalogue. 



Salem public li- 
brary findinfir list. 



Camegrie library, 
Pittsburgh, 
Monthly bulletin. 



LIBRARY CATALOGUES AND FINDING LISTS. 

A few good printed catalogues and finding lists are 
a part of the necessary equipment of every library,' 
and can sometimes be used to advantage in making 
up lists for purchase. By comparing, in five or six 
catalogues of the smaller libraries, the lists of workfi 
on a given subject, one can gain a fair idea of some' . 
of the standard works that (Right to be selected. I^'. 
starting a new library the author lists may be helpful,- 
particularly in the case of fiction or other works in 
literature, as reminders of the authors who should be" 
represented in any well-selected library. The "Clos^ 
catalogue of the Osterhout library," (Wilkes-Barre,*' 
Pa., 1889, Supplement, 1895, each f2.00), and the Fini 
ing lists of the Salem public library might be men- 
tioned as examples of such helps. Many libraries 
publish monthly bulletins which are useful in showing 
the, current purchases of the different libraries. Wh^n. 
these are annotated, as in the case of the "Monthly: 
bulletin,'^ issued by the Carnegie library, Pittsburgh, 
they are very suggestive. 



BOOK REVIEWS. 

t 

The question of book-reviewing has been so :much 
discussed of late and has called forth such.rvaried 
opinions as to the respectiye merits of our Hterary 
reviews, in regard to their practical usefulness to 
the librarian, that we hesitate to recommend any- 
particular journals. It might be well to refer on this 



11 

V 

point to the individual preferences for certain reviews 
expressed by some of our prominent librarians in a 
series of articles on the selection of books, given at 
the Lake Placid conference in 18&4, and published in 
the conference number of the "Library journal'' for 
that year. 

Probably .all librarians will agree that the "Pub- pubushen^ 
Ushers' weekly" (N. Y., 298 Broadway, |3.00 per year), ^^^^^''' 
is almost essential in every library of a few thousand 
volumes. While this is not really a critical review, 
it is valuable for its descriptive an^, explanatory notes, 
as well as for its official and up-^-date records of all 
books published in America, afld it seems fitting to 
mention it in connection with the periodicals needed 
for selection of current publications. Perhaps the American reviews. 

■^ Nation. 

best weekly review is the "Nation" (N. Y. Evening Post 
publishing co., f3.00 per year). Many librarians con- 
sider the "Dial/' a semi-monthly journal (Chicago, ^**^- 
f2.00 per year), as one of the best general reviews, 
while others find much that is helpful in such monthly 
periodicals as the "Critic" (N. Y., Putnam^ |2.00 per critic. 
ypr), t& "Bookman" (N, Y., Dodd, Mead & Co., ?2.00 Bookman. 
p^ year), the "Lamp"- (N. Y,, Scribner, f 1.50 per year) Lamp. 
and "Book news" (Phil., Wanamaker, 50 cents per 
year). 

: If an English review is desired it would be well to ^^^^^^h reviews. 
take the "Spectator," weekly (Lond., 26s.), which cor- spectator. 
responds somewhat in scope and standards to our 
American periodical the "Nation," or the "Athe- Athenaeum. 
ns^um,'' weekly (Lond., 13 s.), which is devoted exclu- 
sively to literature^ science and fine arts. 

The busy librarian has little time in selecting his 
boolis to hunt up reviews of individual works, but 
occasionally it is necessary to do it, and for this pur- vTews?^*^'*" 
pose' the "Cumulative index" to periodicals (Minne- 
apolis, H. W. Wilson Co., $6.00 per year), and the C".'"^*"^**^^ ^''^^' 
new "Quarterly bibliography of books reviewed in ?aX*^(iumi?a-''''" 
leading periodicals" (Index publishing co.. Blooming- "^®^* 
ton, Ind., f 1.50 per year), are useful, though the lat- 
ter has .the disadvantage of its infrequent appear- 
ance. 

SPECIAL SUBJECTS. 

In addition ta the general aids already given there 
are many special bibliographies and lists that should 
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be mentioned under their specific subjects. These 
might be used in some cases to supplement the fore- 
going lists, in others they should be used as the orig- , 
inal basis of selection. It must be remembered, too, 
that some of these lists were published a few years 
ago and must, therefore, be supplemented by others 
of more recent date, and by the records of current pub- 
lications, or, if possible, by the personal examination 
of new books. It will be noticed that no aids have 
been suggested for some general classes^ like philo- 
sophy or philology. There were none that seemed de- 
sirable to refer to for this particular purpose, the gen- 
eral aids furnishing all that the small library would 
usually need. Law and medicine have also been 
omitted, for the technical works on these subjects 
do not properly belong in the small general library, 
and such popular books as would be needed are in- 
cluded in the general lists. 

Some useful lists covering a wide range of special 

subjects too numerous to be mentioned in detail, are 

Traveiiinar library the "N. Y. State Traveling library lists," which have 

been selected and annotated with great care. The 
bibliographies compiled by the students of the N. Y. 
state library school, and issued by the N. Y. state li- 
brary in its "Bulletins of bibliography," contain some 
excellent lists on subjects of general interest, although 
many of them are too special to be recommended in 
this connection. 



N. Y. state U- 
brary. Bulletins of 

bibliography. 



CameiTle library 
list of blosrra- 
phles. 

A. Li. A. catalog. 



BIOGRAPHY. 

An annotated "List of one hundred entertaining 
biographies" (2 cents) was published by the Carnegie 
library, Pittsburg, in 1902. Consult also pages 1-19 
of the "A. L. A. catalog." 



CHILDREN'S LITERATURE. 

This general term must be understood to include 
the reading suitable for boys and girls in the higher, 
grades of our grammar schools, as well as for the 
smaller children. Lists of books for young people are 
almost as numerous as the libraries themselves, but 
a few of these stand out as pre-eminently Jielpful in 
selection by reason of tjie acknowledged experience 
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of their compilers and the discriminating notes that 
accompany them. Of these should be mentioned the 
well-known Sargent's *^Keading for the young," 1890, sargent, Rea4iiig 
with its Supplement, 1896 (Bost. Library Bureau, ^^ « young. 
^1.50). This, however, is out of print and the A. L. 
A. has under consideration the publication of an en- 
tirely new and up-to-date list. A much briefer list 
than Sargent's and, therefore, more practically useful 
to the small library, is one of the A. L. A. annotated 
lists, "Books for boys and girls," compiled by Miss Hewms, booiu for 
Hewins (Bost. Library bureau, 1897, 10 cents); this 
contains about 300 titles. Another useful list, al- 
though this, too, is out of print, is the "Graded and an- caraegie library. 
notated catalogue of the books in the Carnegie library uTJa^usV'toT^'^ 
of Pittsburg for the use of the city schools, 1900." ^^^^^'• 

In addition to these might be mentioned some lists 
compiled with special reference to school libraries, 
such as the "N. Y. state library class list of a f 500 n t^ state iist of 
library recommended for schools, 1901" (15 cents); schools. 
"List of books for high school libraries of the state of Jlf*?f°°«^'^ }'^^ '*>' 
Wisconsin," issued by the State superintendent of 
public instruction (1900, free); "Class-room libraries Buffalo library iist 
for public schools," issued by the Buffalo public li- '°" ^"^"^ ^'*'^^*'- 
brary (1899, 38 cents), and "List of books in the school 
reference collection" issued by the Public library of JJJa^'^'sch^ooi'ref- 
Brookline, Mass (1902). Houghton, Mifflin & Co., ereS7cou^uon. 
Scribner, Longmans and other publishers issue useful jfg'Jl"®^®"' ^^^^^ 
annotated lists for this purpose.* 

A very practical method of selecting juvenile works 
is to visit, occasionally, some of the large libraries in 
neighboring cities where special attention is paid to 
the children's department, and find out what books 
the children are actually reading and enjoying. 

As the organizer of a library is sometimes called 
upon for help and advice in the selection of books 
for the Sunday-school library, it may not be out of 
place to refer here to a little manual which considers 
the whole question of Sunday-school libraries, and in- 
cludes a list of aids for the selection of such litera- 
ture: "The librarian of the Sunday-school," by E. L. Sunday school u- 
Foote, with a chapter on the Sunday-school library, ^^^*®^- 
by M. T. Wheeler (N. Y., Eaton & Mains, 1897, 35 
cents). 

•D. C. Heath & Co., has an Interesting list entitled Right reading for 
children, compiled by Charles Welsh (1903). 



L 
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U. S. Check list of 

public documents 
and Monthly cata- 
logue of docu- 
menta 



State documents. 



Handbook of li- 
brary commissions 
of Minnesota. 
Iowa and Wiscon- 
sin; erovemment 
publications of 
value in small li- 
brary. 



DOCUMENTS. 

The U. S. government publishes many valuable 
monographs of general interest, as, for example, the 
bulletins on foods issued by the Department of agri- 
culture, and if it seems desirable for the small library 
to make any selection of these government documents 
it might be well to have the "Check list of public docu- 
ments/' also the "Monthly catalogue of U. S. public 
documents," both issued by the Superintendent of 
documents, Washington, and sent free upon applica- 
tion. The small library will not be likely to need 
many of the state documents beyond a few of the re- 
ports issued by the departments of agriculture, educa- 
tion, labor, etc. Information concerning these can 
be obtained directly from the respective departments 
in the various states,* "The hand-book of library or- 
ganization," compiled by the Library commissions of 
Minnesota, Iowa and Wisconsin, 1902, contains some 
very practical suggestions in regard to the govern- 
ment publications of special value in town libraries, 
by L. C. Ferrell. 



DOMESTIC SCIENCE. 

N T State II- ^^^ -^^ ^' ®t^t^ library has issued as one of its 

doSIsti?"iJS5J?m°" Bulletins of bibliography, a "Bibliography of domestic 

economy," compiled by R. K. Shaw (15 cents). This 
is a comprehensive and classified list, with occasional 
brief annotations, and aims to include all books on 
this subject in the English language published be- 
tween 1850 and 1899. 

More important for the small library, however, is 
a brief list of books recommended by the Home science 
publishing co., Boston (free). This is a careful selec- 
tion, from the works of different publishers, of the 
best and most up-to-date books on the subject, and 
can safelv be used in selection. 



Books recommend 
ed by the Home 
science publlsb- 
ins CO. 



Monroe. BfbU- 
erraphy of educa- 
tion. 



EDUCATION. 

Several good bibliographies of this subject have 
been issued, but Monroe's "Bibliography of education," 
in the International education series (N. Y., Appleton, 



*In Pennsylvania from the State Ubrary. 
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1897, 12.00), would probably be the best one for the 
small library to use. A classified list of the educa- Swio^^hS? of 
tional books of the year, compiled by J. I. Wyer, Jr., fd?<»"^". '^^ 
& 1. E. Lord, appears annually in the "Educational re- 
view." It is desirable to remember also the Educa- fe^/S'^^biirtSS" 
tional number of the ^'Publishers' weekly," which ^®*^y- 
comes out each year in July. Some of the most im- 
portant publishers of educational works whose lists 
should be consulted are: American book co., Ginn, uSSafcatSio^Ml^' 
Heath, Holt, Macmillan, Appleton, Longmans, & 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 

* 
ELECTRICITY. 

In addition to the lists on electricity to be found in 
the general lists on science, it might be well to call 
attention to some of the special publishers of elec- 
trical literature. The "Electrical world and engineer" the Eiectr?cai 

world and engl- 

of N. Y., also the W. J. Johnston Co., of N. Y., issue neer, n. y. 

' ' ' W. J. Johnston 

classed catalogues of electrical books, the former being co., n. y. 
annotated. "The monthly record of scientific litera- Monthiy^^reS)^ of 
ture," publis^^ed by Van Nostrand (25 cents per year), JSre^"^"" "'^~" 
should not be forgotten. A brief list that would be 
of use to the small library is the one compiled by the 

•^ f J Buffalo LAbrary. 

Buffalo public library, revised and issued in 1902 by brief iiat. 
the N. Y. state library association as one of its co- 
operative lists (15 cents a hundred); also, printed in 
Public libraries for December, 1901. 

FICTION. 

For the selection of fiction we would suggest the sec- 
tions on that subject in Leypoldt & lies' "Books for ^eypo^t & nes. 
girls and women and their clubs," which has excel- 
lent annotations and includes suggestions as to why 
certain authors are not approved, the "A. L. A. cata- soMeMchtiS!^*' 
log" and Sonnenschein's "Best books" and "Readers' i?ade«'^ui?e* 
guide," which have already been spoken of. The 
^^Author-title catalogue of English prose fiction" of the gi2S^"*'S'BW 
Buffalo public library (25 cents), might prove sugges- ^'^^^ ^^^^ ^^'*°°- 
tive because the novels and stories selected for their 
open shelves, presumably the best, are indicated. 

For the selection of French novels get the "List SSch*flSioi 
of French fiction," compiled by Sophie Cornu & Wil- 
liam Beer (Bost. Library bureau, 1898, 10 cents). This 
is one of the A. L. A. annotated lists. 



: 
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wjaooMin^oom- The WiscoDsiii free library commission publishes a 

German' booto. Ugt of ODC hundred populdT German books.* 

FINE ARTS. 

sturgis. Bibuo- The "Annotated bibliography of fine art/' compiled 

'^^ ^^ * by Russell Sturgis (Host. Library bureau^ 1897, paper 

Hitchcock, uat ^0 cents, cloth 11.00), and a "List of books on fine 
decmtivcTarts. and decorative arts suggested for small public li- 
braries," compiled by Grace A. Hitchcock (see Public 
libraries, January, 1902), are recommended for this 
subject. A more recent list for the small library is 
that issued by the Wisconsin free library commission, 
Sept., 1903, in its Bibliography bulletin, No. 8. 

HISTORY. 

The only general guide to historical works is 
AdaiM. HaAoai of Adams's "Mauual of historical literature" (N. Y., 

bistorlcal llterar ^ ' 

ture. Harper, 1889, 12.50). This is invaluable for its critical 

and descriptive notes, as well as for the general sum- 
mary of authorities given at the end of each section* 
This work must now be supplemented by later lists. 

Leypoidt & lies. The sectiou on history in the Leypoldt & lies' list^ 

which is annotated by R. G. Thwaites, would be par- 

SfAmert^TSS^ ticularly helpful to the small library. The new "Lit- 

^^^' erature of American history," edited for the A. L. A.^ 

by J. N. Lamed (Bost., Houghton, 1902, f6.00, with 
its Supplement for 1900-1901. 1902, f 1.00) is, of course^ 
the authoritative work on that subject. At the end 
of the volume will be found suggestions in regard to 
some of the more important and popular books suit- 
able for school and town libraries. 

LITERATURE. 

Literature seems too comprehensive a subject to be 
confined to the limits of any definite lists, and the 
task of selection, with such an embarrassment of 
riches is diflScult in the extreme. Still, there are cer- 
tain great authors and individual books that it is 
generally agreed should claim a place from the start 
in every well-selected library. From time to time 
various attempts have been made to formulate a list 



•The Springfield city library has prepared a Hat of "Cheerful books." 
which will be found very useful when books with pleasant endlnsrs are de- 
sired. 
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of some of the world's greatest masterpieces in litera- Lists oj maater- 

^ '^ pieces In litera- 

ture, such as the ones drawn up by Sir John Lubbock, SJ?^8ir,iohn 

in his "Pleasures of life," and by James Baldwin, in J*™«" Baldwin's. 

"The Book-lover." One of the most noteworthy and 

practical experiments of this kind has been that of Mr. 

Foster, of the Providence public library, in his se- Providence puwio 

' *^ •'' library, list of 

lection of 1,000 volumes of the "literature of power," !'«» volumes. 
which he has placed in a separate room and called 
the Standard library. Copies of this list may be ob- 
tained by applying to the library. While the edi- 
tions he specifies might not in all cases be suitable for 
a small library, the list of authors and their works are 
most suggestive. 

General lists already mentioned, such as Sonnen- spnnenschem 

*^ ' Best books and 

schein, A. L. A. catalog, Leypoldt & lies, as well as Readers* guide. 

library catalogues, must also be consulted. The A. L. a. l.. a. cataio*. 

A. catalog is always a useful guide to good library 

editions of the works of standard authors. In this 

connection we would refer to the series of lists on 

the Best editions of various prominent authors pub- Best editiois of 

lished at intervals in the Bulletin of bibliography.* A ^'"'^"^ *"'^°"- 

catalogue of the Tauchnitz edition of British authors Tauchmu e^iition. 

is likewise very useful, and this could be obtained 

through importers of foreign books. 

For the selection of French and German literature French and Ger- 
man literature. 

(see also under Fiction), the lists of such publishers as 

Christern, Stechert, Jenkins and Brentano can be used Publishers of for- 

' ' eiarn works. 

to advantage. The catalogues issued by Lemcke and 
Buechner, successors to Westermann & Co., N. Y., 
are particularly useful because of their classification 
and evaluation of the books and the brief but excellent 
summaries of periods and of authors. 

Mayor^s "Guide to the choice of classical books" Mayor, auwe to 

classical books. 

(Lond., Bell, 1879, Jl.OO; Supplement, Lond., Nutt, 
1896, 12.00), is valuable in choosing suitable editions 
of the Greek and Latin classics. It should be re- Publishers of 
membered that Macmillan handles the Clarendon of the'ciassici?"* 
press series and Bohn editions (translations) of the 
classics, and that Longmans also publishes good edi- 
tions of the classics. 

MUSIC. 

In the selection of books on the history and theory 
of music, the most helpful lists to the small library 

^Published by the Boston book co.. Boston. 
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SSSf miStu«. would probably be the one edited by H. E. Krehbiel, 



ecrlbner's Hat. 



in the Stnrgis bibliography of fine art, and an anno- 
tated list on '^Musical literature," issued by Scribner 
(free). For the selection of scores one would need 
cutmocues of pub- the catalogues of such publishers of music as Novello, 

lishen of music. «=> x- 7 

Ewer & Co., Schirmer, Meyer, and Breitkopf & Hartel. 



NATURE BOOKS. 

A short classified list of some 140 titles, appended 

to an article on the subject by James B. Oarrington, 

List m Bookbuyer. may be found in the **Bookbuyer" for April, 1901. 

Ginn, Scribner, Putnam and other publishers issue 
attractive little lists of their out-of-door books, and 
in many library bulletins will be found suggestive 
reading lists on the various specific branches of the 
subject, such as birds, trees, fiowers^ insects, etc. 



Publlshera' llsU. 



List of popular 
perlodlcale in Os- 
terhout llbnuy 
catalogue and in L 
brary prim«r. 



Periodical a^en- 
cies, Brentano and 
Subscription newi 



PERIODICALS. 

In making up the list of periodicals to be ordered for 
a reading room it is well to consult the lists of periodi- 
cals taken by such libraries as the Osterhout. A short 
selected list is given in Dana's "Library primer." For 
items such as price and usual discount to libraries, 
necessary in ordering these periodicals, it is advisable 
to have the catalogues of two or three periodical 
agencies, such as the Subscription news co. (Chicago 
& N. Y.), or Brentano, both of whom are agents for 
American and foreign newspapers and magazines. 



Soule art co. cata- 
losrue. 



N. Y. state li- 
brary, list on 
travellingr Pic- 
tures. 



PHOTOGRAPHS. 

Eor selecting and ordering photographs a library 
should have, if possible (although it is almost too ex- 
pensive for a very small library), the Complete art ref- 
erence catalogue of the Soule art co. (Best., 1902, 
J5.00). This is an alphabetical list of artists, with the 
titles of their works, the galleries where these are 
to be found, the sizes and prices of the photographs 
or prints, and also numerous illustrations. In one of 
its Home education bulletins the N. Y. state library 
has issued a pamphlet on Traveling pictures and 
school room decoration (Albany, 1900^ 50 cents), in 
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which is given a list of 100 pictures suitable for high 
schools. An illustration of each picture is given 
with full descriptive notes and details in regard to pub- 
lisher, size and style of reproduction, but not the price. 

REFEEENGE BOOKS. 

"A guide to the study and use of reference books," Kroeger, Guide to 
compiled by Alice B. Kroeger and published by the 
A. L. A. (Bost., Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1902, f 1.25), 
is a classified, annotated and priced bibliography and 
covers the subject more fully than any list which has 
yet appeared. It contains, also, a suggestive list of 
the first one hundred reference books desirable for the 
ordinary library. Dana's "Library primer" has a list ^^sts of reference 
of about seventy-five reference books suitable for a aid^^pJuSSS^'s 
small library, while Miss Plummer condenses the list S-?r^s!° *™*^^ "" 
still more by suggesting, in her "Hints to small li- 
braries," the first twenty-five, and then the second 
twenty-five reference books to purchase. 

RELIGION. 

A suitable special guide to the selection of religious 
works for a small library is difficult to find. Some 
suggestions can be obtained from an annotated and 
priced list of twenty pages in Sunderland's "The |u"nderi*i^VJ^Th? 
Bible; its origin, growth and character" (N. Y., Put- ^^^^^' 
nam, 1893, |1.50). This list, however, is mainly of 
books for Biblical study, and does not include works 
on other religious subjects. Among the most prom- 
inent publishers of religious books should be men- 
tioned Revell, Whittaker, American tract society and ^omfnatSS^^p^ub- 
the various denominational boards, like the American "^^^^^^^ houses. 
Baptist publication society, the Methodist book con- 
cern (Eaton & Mains, N. Y. and Jennings & Pye, Cin- 
cinnati), the Presbyterian board of publication, the 
Congregational Sunday-school and publication society 
(Pilgrim press) and others. 



SCIENCE AND USEFUL ARTS. 

Such rapid strides are being made in the progress 
of science and its practical applications that lists of 
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Wisconsin list on 
science and engi- 
neering:. 

Van Nostrand's 
Monthly record of 
scientific litera- 
ture. 



Publishers of sci- 
entific and tech- 
nical works. 



Bowker A lies, 
Readers' gruide. 



books on these subjects are very soon out of date. 
It is, therefore, difficult to suggest any standard aids 
that are not open to this objection. The Wisconsin 
free library commission has issued a list of Books on 
science and engineering suggested for small public 
libraries (.Madison, 1901, free).* The Van Nostrand 
"Monthly record of scientific literature", also their 
general catalogue should be remembered; also, other 
scientific publishers, such as Wiley, for technical 
works, Appleton for natural sciences, Munn, and Long- 
mans for general scientific and technical works, and 
Comstock for architectural, scientific, industrial and 
technical works. 

SOCIOLOGY. 

The "Readers' guide in economic, social and political 
science," compiled by Bowker & lies (N. Y. Society for 
political education, 1891, paper 50 cents, cloth fl.OO), 
is a classified bibliography with descriptive notes and 
is the standard work on that subject. This would 
probably be all that the small library would need for 
selection of works published up to 1891, and it may be 
supplemented by the selected lists of books on sociol- 
ogy and economics issued by the Wisconsin free li- 
brary commission, 1902-03. 



A. L*. A. Calalogr., 
L^ypoldt & lies. 
Sonnenschein, 
Best books and 
Readers' frulde. 
N. Y. State trav- 
eling library lists. 



Articles on the se- 
lection of books. 



TEAVEL AND DESCEIPTION. 

There are no special lists to recommend on this sub- 
ject, but the sections devoted to it in some of the gen- 
eral lists, especially the A. L. A. catalog, the Leypoldt 
& lies' "List of books for girls and women," Sonnen- 
schein and some of the N. Y. state traveling library 
lists would give all the necessary material. 

In conclusion, we would suggest, as excellent dis- 
cussions of the general principles of book selection, the 
article in the A. L. A. world's library congress papers, 
the chapters devoted to the selection and ordering 
of books in Dana's "Library primer" and Plummer'i 
"Hints to small libraries," an article by Elizabeth P 
Andrews in the conference number of the librar 
journal for 1897, and one by Mr. Brett, of the Clev 
land public library, in the Bulletin of the Iowa librar 
commission for January, 1902. 



*AIso a selected list of books on physics, 1902. 
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